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ELITE AGENCIES 2018 

What makes an agency one of the best in the business? From 
exceptional client care to training initiatives and community 

involvement, these 35 agencies are setting the standard 

ACROSS THE US, thousands of insurance 
agencies and brokerages service the needs of 
individuals and businesses, but few do it so 
exceptionally that they’ve earned the right 
to be called ‘elite’. IBA’s fifth annual Elite 
Agencies report spotlights 35 agencies that 
are attaining new heights while reshaping the 
insurance business of tomorrow.  

Although the following agencies range in 
size, they all achieved $25 million or more 
in revenue last year, in addition to securing 
year-over-year growth halfway through 2018. 
However, being an elite agency is about 
more than just transactions. From producer 
training initiatives and mentorship programs 
to community outreach efforts, IBA’s 2018 
Elite Agencies define what it means to be the 
best in the business. 
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ABD Insurance and Financial Services 23

Acentria Insurance 23

AHT Insurance 26

Alliant Insurance Services 25

Ansay & Associates 36

AssuredPartners Inc. 31

Bolton & Company 27

Bouchard Insurance 33

Brown & Brown Insurance 37

The Buckner Company 37

Crane Agency 24
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Gallagher 28

Gowrie Group 27

Graham Company 37

Hays Companies 36

Higginbotham 38

Hub International 36

IMA Financial Group 23

Insurance Office of America 32

JLT Specialty USA 25

Leavitt Group 26

Lockton Companies 25

Marshall & Sterling Insurance 28
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GOWRIE GROUP 
Westbrook, CT

Gowrie Group was founded more than 
40 years ago as a boutique broker 
armed with a mission to protect boat 
owners. Led by a group of experts in 
both insurance and sailing, the company 
has become one of the largest marine 
specialty independent agencies in the 
US. Its Burgee Program, spearheaded by 
chairman and CEO Carter Gowrie, is the 
only comprehensive insurance program 
developed to meet the needs of all types 
of sailing organizations. 

Boasting more than 175 professionals 
spread across its offices in Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Maryland 
and Georgia, Gowrie Group has strategically 
expanded its footprint into key areas, 
including the purchase of a specialty 

environmental liability agency in 2017. In 
addition, Gowrie has bolstered its sales 
team by hiring individuals with sales 
backgrounds and knowledge in core 
segments and then training them to 
become insurance professionals. 
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